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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE JOHANNESBURG 1857 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, SF 

SUBJECT: SSRC TRIAL POSTPONED UNTIL SEPTEMBER 18 

REF: JOHANNESBURG 1845 

1 . ELEVEN FORMER MEMBERS OF SOWETO STUDENTS REPRESEN- 
TATIVE COUNCIL APPEARED BRIEFLY IN COURT FRIDAY 

AND WERE REMANDED ON A CHARGE OF SEDITION WITH 
CASE POSTPONED UNTIL SEPTEMBER 18. 

2. ALL THE ACCUSED APPEARED IN GOOD HEALTH AND 
SPIRITS ALTHOUGH ONE WAS USING CRUTCHES IN COURT. 

3. SHUN CHETTY, ACTING FOR THE DEFENSE, REQUESTED 
LONGER DELAY IN ORDER TO PREPARE THEIR DEFENSE BUT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THIS WAS DENIED. 

4. COMMENT: THIS TRIAL, PERHAPS MORE THAN ANY IN RE- 
CENT YEARS, IS BOUND TO AROUSE THE INTEREST OF THE 
BLACK COMMUNITY. BEYOND THE PRACTICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
OF THE GUILT OR INNOCENCE OF THE "SSRC ELEVEN", THIS 
TRIAL SYMBOLICALLY REPRESENTS THE CHALLENGE TO THE 
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SYSTEM THAT THE SOWETO STUDENTS POSED IN JUNE 1976 
AND THEREAFTER. WHILE MANY SOWETO BLACKS DISAGREED 
WITH STUDENT TACTICS AND GRADUALLY TIRED OF THE UNREST. 

THIS TRIAL NONETHELESS IS BOUND TO UNITE THE SENTI- 
MENTS OF THE COMMUNITY AND AROUSE NEW FEELINGS. WHILE 
THE ACCUSED STAND A GOOD CHANCE OF CONVICTION UNDER 
THE CHARGES, PARTICULARLY AS THE PROSECUTION WILL HAVE 
AMPLE WITNESSES WILLING TO TESTIFY, THERE WILL BE 
SOME QUESTION WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT FEELS IT HAS 
MORE TO GAIN BY MAKING AN EXAMPLE OUT OF THE ELEVEN 
OR BY OFFERING AN OLIVE BRANCH TO THE BLACK COMMUNITY 
AND IN METING OUT RELATIVELY LENIENT SENTENCES. 

JOHNSON 
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